So, you have found Japanese knotweed on your land, what should you do?

Firstly, are you certain that the
suspect plant is Japanese knotweed?

No

HELP! It is on my neighbour’s land as
well. What should I do?
If you notice that the plant is growing on
your neighbour’s land you should firstly
try to speak to them about it. They may
not know what the plant is and may require
more information to understand its
devastating impacts. Landowners should
co-operate and seek to control the
problem together amicably. Hopefully
your neighbours will be willing to work with
you to control and eradicate the plant.

It is an offence to knowingly cause the
plant to spread onto another person’s land
or into the wild. Japanese knotweed and
the action you take in respect of it may
leave you open to criminal and/or civil
sanctions.

GBNNSS website:
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/
nonnativespecies/factsheet/
factsheet.cfm?speciesId=1495

Yes

Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
NorfolkInvasives?ref=hl
Do you need to remove it urgently? (For
example because the site is being
developed)

It is very important for both the
environment and yourselves that this
plant is eradicated as having it growing on
your land can sometimes lead to the
devaluation, problems with obtaining
buildings insurance, increased
premiums and problems in securing a
mortgage for the property.
If you are unsure as to who owns the land
and cannot find out from neighbours, you
can contact the Land Registry.

Please refer to the ID guide produced
by the GBNNSS, our Facebook page
or email us a picture and we will ID it
for you.

No

Email:
michael.suttoncroft@norfolk.gov.uk

Yes
It is still very important that the
highly invasive plant is removed,
but this means that the
eradication process can be less
intrusive and take a slower pace.

You will need to hire a contractor.
Contractors are professionals who are permitted
to use different chemical treatments that are
usually more effective. The size of the area
infested with Japanese knotweed will determine how
the contractor recommends the plant should be
treated. They may suggest chemical control
(herbicide spray or injection) or physical
control (cutting, burning with excavation of
the rhizomes roots). If they decide the best
option is to excavate it, the soil waste and
plant material will need to be taken to
a waste disposal site that accepts
invasive non-native plant waste.

No

Are you happy to try and
eradicate the plant yourself?

WARNING!
Japanese knotweed can re-grow from
cuttings that weigh as little as 0.7g!
When cutting the plant please make
sure the cuttings are burnt or taken
to a waste disposal site that accepts
invasive waste!

NB. Before you hire a
contractor, please
ensure that they have
a valid licence to
use pesticides.

Please contact the Environment Agency
(EA) and ask to speak to your local BASIS
Officer to seek written permission to use
herbicide.
If granted permission only certain
herbicides can be used near/in water, for
example ‘Round up Biactive.’

There are TWO different eradication
methods to choose from/combine:

You can use ‘Round Up’ herbicide spray
from your local garden centre. Application tips: Use the
recommended manufacturer's dose and follow label instructions. Spray on to
the plant canopy in late summer (September ideally) making sure the
underside of the leaves are sprayed too (Note: in September, herbicide is
much more damaging to the underground root system that makes up the
majority of the biomass of the plant). Treatment period: The plant needs
to be treated for at least 3 years consecutively
before it stops growing back. This plant is quite vigorous! After the plant
stops growing back it is likely that the soil still contains dormant rhizomes
(roots), so you will need to monitor the site for at least another 2 years to
ensure a successful eradication. Health and Safety: Please wear gloves
when using chemicals. Alert: Please take care to avoid spray drift and any
damage to non-target plants.

ATTENTION

If ‘yes’

Yes

1

DO NOT dig the plant up, you are very
likely to break the root system with
your spade! The root system is very
extensive and it is highly likely that
you will distribute pieces of the plant
and cause new growth, making
things much worse.

Is the Japanese knotweed you are treating
close to a watercourse?

Doing it yourself…

2

If the plant is large, pruning it will help to reduce the underground biomass
and enable the herbicide treatment to work more effectively (please refer to
instructions above for guidance on herbicide use). Cut vegetation should be
left to thoroughly dry out on a solid surface and then burnt on site;
alternatively it can be bagged-up and taken to a waste disposal site that
accepts Japanese knotweed waste. The waste site operator must be made
aware that the plant you are disposing of is Japanese knotweed. Please refer
to this link to find your nearest disposal site:
http://www.wastedirectory.org.uk/ (If you start typing into ‘waste type’
Japanese knotweed, an ‘invasive weeds’ box pops up, click this and enter
your postcode). Health and Safety: Please wear gloves when using
chemicals. Alert: Please take care to avoid spray drift and any damage to
non target plants.

If the Japanese knotweed is on land
designated as an SSSI, SAC or SPA you
will need to seek written permission from
Natural England to use herbicide.
Note: Please be aware that although many people
successfully eradicate Japanese knotweed with
ordinary strength herbicide such as that brought
at a garden centre, sometimes this isn’t possible
and professional help will be required.
It is ILLEGAL to knowingly cause this plant to spread into the wild
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