The new District Ecologist post at
Norfolk County Council

An innovative partnership involving NCC, NBIS &
Broadland District Council
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Why the post was created

Previously...
NE provided advice to LPA on a case-by-case basis.

February 2011...
NE introduced Standing Advice.

For several years...
NBIS has provided access to biodiversity data.

Now...
The District Ecologist post



Mitigation, compensation & enhancement

Do we always maximise the benefits?

e Best quality up-to-date info



The imp

records

ortance of up-to-date

Are there any existing records of
protected species within two
kilometres of the application site
or area where works are
propesed (for example from local
residents or the Local Records
Centre)?

habitats listed to the ng
present on site or within two

Are there any existing records of

protected species within two

where works are

proposed (for example from local

residents or the Local Records
Centre)?

ANDMOR
Are any of the features or
habitats listed to the right
present on site or within two
kilometres of the site (this
applies to both urban and rural
areasi?

kilometres of the application site

Dwes the application affect a raditional timber framed
building (for example a barn or oast house) or other
traditional farm building? (L]

Buildings with the following features andfor large
gardens in suburban and rural areas
(v}

Lakes, rivers and streams on, or adjacent to the
application site {aewii)

Heathland on, adjacent to or linked to the site by other

semi-natural habitat
iz}

Meadows, grassland, parkland and pasture on, adjacent
to or linked to the site by other semi-natural habitat
{xd)

Ponds or slow flowing water bodies (e.g. ditches) on or
within S00 metres of the site and linked by semi-natural
habitat {e.g. grassland/pasture, woodland, hedgerows) (o}

Reough grassland and previcusly developed land
(“brownfield sites’) on or immediately adjacent to the site
L]

Woodland (including scrub and hedgerows) on, adjacent

to or linked to the application site (for example by
hedaerows) (v

Coastal habitats (including applications down to the
mean kow water mark)
(o)

‘“Veteran frees, old mines and cave systems

(ood)
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Bat and Barmn owl survey reguired

(xim)

Bat, breeding bird and reptile surveys
may be required

(L]
Fish, ofter, water vole and crayfish
surveys may be required
o)

Breeding bird, badger, dormouse

repiile, invertebrate, natterjack toad
and plant surveys may be reguired i)

Bat, badger, great crested newt,
invertebrate, reptile and plant surveys
may be required (=i}

Great crested newt. and water vole
surveys may be required

v}

Reptile, breeding bird, invertebrate
and plant surveys may be reguired
(o)

Bat, breeding bird, badger, dormouse,
invertebrate and plant surveys may be
required (i}

Natteriack toad, Sea Fish.
invertebrate and seahorse surveys
may be required {s00x)

Bat surveys may be required,
particulary where these features exist
[onxii)



Mitigation, compensation & enhancement
(again)

Do we always maximise the benefits?

» Best quality up-to-date info
e Challenge assumptions

e Long-term benefits

e Think strategically

e Use policies




The importance of biodiversity
enhancement

PPS 9: “...Planning decisions should aim to maintain, and
enhance, restore or add to biodiversity...conservation”

Norwich City Council, Policy NES:
“Developments that do not address opportunities for
enhancing biodiversity... will not be permitted.”

Broadland DC Policy ENV5:
C-E“Eﬂﬁtlﬂﬁa “... the establishment of new (biodiversity) features (will be)
sought”

—



The importance of biodiversity

enhancement =

Lawton’s review (2010):
“...more, bigger, better and joined...”

Greater Norwich o\ pp policy 1, Section 5.7:
Development ) _ _ . §
Partnership ...the creation of ecological networks is fundamental ...

Breckland DC Policy CP10:

« forte e nghes v “The restoration... & linking of areas... to create ecological
Breckland . ,
networks will be encouraged...




The importance of taking
new opportunities

G _ Green Infrastructure : Planning for SuDS
Community || strategy ting making it happen
Infrastructury

Biodiversity
Supplementary

Planning Guidance
for Norfolk
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